


STAY INFORMED - check www.padrivecleanportal.com for updates.

Why Are The Specifications Changing?

Updates to the specifications are required to  
keep the OBD and Visual equipment current 
and to enable transmission of data as federally 
required. Technology has changed dramatically 
since 2003, when the specifications were last 
modified. The current equipment technology 
cannot reliably continue indefinitely. New 
equipment will meet today’s technology  
standards and ensure continued security  
of the inspection network. The changes  
also take advantage of advances in vehicle  
OBD technology.

What Enhancements/Changes  
Are Being Made To The Equipment?*

1. Move to internet-based network
communication to provide a faster, reliable
and more secure transmission of data.

2. Inspector Password Enhancements including:
the ability to assign individual inspector
passwords and manage passwords at the
station level.

3. Increased inspection history on analyzer.
New equipment will be able to store a
minimum of 240 days of inspection records
and sticker history.

4. Data backup on USB drive instead of
floppy disk.

5. Data restoration from backup in event of
hard drive failure or replacement. Equipment
will allow retention of inspection history and
sticker history.

6. More reliable vehicle communications.
The new system is not dependent on power
from vehicle DLC. OBD communication
enhancements to increase accuracy.

7. OBD Module Self-Check - communication
enhancements to increase accuracy.
Will allow verification of OBD Module
performance. Aid in troubleshooting
OBD communication issues.

Will I Need To Maintain My  
Dedicated Land Phone Line?

Only if you provide tailpipe (ASM/TSI inspections. 

Will I Be Required To  
Purchase New Equipment?

If you wish to continue as an official 
emissions inspection station, conducting 
OBD and Visual inspections, you will 
need to use approved equipment. The new 
equipment specifications will supersede the 
existing equipment specifications. Once the 
new equipment solutions are available from 
the equipment manufacturers, you will have 
a period of time to acquire a new equipment 
solution before the old equipment is removed 
from the inspection system.

When Can I Purchase The 
New Equipment?

We anticipate that Equipment Manufacturers  
will have completed the certification process  
by mid to late 2017. Once PennDOT certifies an 
equipment solution, you will be able to purchase 
it. You should only purchase certified equipment.

In Addition To New Equipment  
Are There Other Requirements?

Yes, you will need a “wired” high speed internet 
connection at your station for the new OBD and 
Visual equipment to communicate. In most  
cases, cable, satellite and DSL companies are  
able to provide a connection that has sufficient  
high-speed. There must be a wired connection 
from the router/modem to the emission inspection 
equipment. The internet service itself does not 
need to be exclusively dedicated to the emission 
equipment. You can use your existing  
high-speed internet service provided you have  
an open network port on your router that will  
allow you to connect a network cable directly  
to your equipment.  

* Additional changes will be communicated as they become finalized.


